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Last November 25th, at the Showville theatre in the outskirts of Bari, the Palketto 

Stage Company enacted an outstanding 20th century literary work, Animal farm, 

an animal fable written by George Orwell. Published in 1945, the book is the 

allegory of the Russian revolution, and is a perfect example of a totalitarian 

regime. 

 

The story is set in a farm where the animals, tired of being exploited by their 

farmer, Mr Jones, and inspired by Old Major’s dream, decide to revolt and put 

an end to their miserable condition. They chase Jones, rename the farm “Animal 

Farm” and run it according to the “Seven Commandments”, the new  guidelines 

of “Animalism” the philosophy inspiring animals. Soon pigs impose themselves 

as the true leaders of the revolution, because they are more selfish, and more 

powerful as well. Once Napoleon gets rid of Snowball, the pig who really believed 

in the principles of the revolution, affirms himself as the tyrant and the 

oppressor of the whole farm. Deprived of any form of freedom and decision 

making power, and thanks to the propaganda of Squealer, the animals gradually 

forget the original idea of an equal and fair society, and as a result the last 

commandment is altered into “All Animals Are Equal... But Some Animals Are 

More Equal”. Furthermore the new ruling class start to make deals with humans, 

and learn to walk on two legs. The conclusion of the story is really gloomy: pigs 

start to sleep in beds and get drunk with whisky. In the last scene they toast to 

the new alliance with humans, and said good bye to animal farm and animalism, 
but welcome back to “Manor Farm”. Nobody could distinguish human from pig, 

pig from human 

 

The performance however managed to convey a quite clear message of the story. 

The actors seemed very skilled and talented. Each one played several characters, 

they hold the mask of the animals in their hands. Doing that they could interpret 
every character personality better, simulating, with their uncovered face, the 

animals expressions. In addition to that they simulated with their legs the 

movements of the animals and the sounds. Props on the stage were scarse. Many 



elements and some animals were projected on a semi-transparent veil, such as 

Old Major during his last speech before his death, creating so a much more 

complete setting. Everything was made more realistic thanks to the use of sound 

and light effects, particularly in the scene of the destruction of the windmill 

caused by the storm. On the sides of the stage there were some monitors on 

which secondary characters as for example Napoleon dogs and the presenter Mrs. 

Whymper appeared. All commandments were also transmitted on the TV 

monitor. Unlike the book, the various parts of the script were interrupted by the 

presenter, and the whole representation was framed in a television broadcast 

programme, a sort of reality show about the farm. 

 

If on the one hand the dangers of propaganda, and the lack of class 

consciousness in sheep and hens, are the themes linking together the whole story, 

and we all know that propaganda has been used as a weapon to eliminate 

political enemies and dangerous people for a political takeover as in Troskij's 

case; On the other hand uneducated people believe in the propaganda and 

because of that a totalitarian regime is achieved, unconsciously supported by 

themselves. The allegory is clear, actually, many characters are an allusion to the 

exponents of the Russian revolution: Jones is the tsar, Old Major seems to be 

Marx, Napoleon's Stalin, Snowball is the allegory of Trotsky, Boxer is Stakhanov 

and Squealer stands for the Pravda. Other characters like Clover, Mollie and 

Muriel are respectively the bourgeoisie, the aristocracy and ordinary people. The 

author, Orwell, identifies himself with Benjamin, the sceptical and too lazy 
donkey to explain everybody the true nature of things. 

 

In the end I guess you can agree with me that totalitarian regimes still exist 

nowadays. We can name here only a few ones such as in North Korea, Iran, 

Russia and many other Asian and African countries. In all of these the only party 

existing does not allow press and people's thought freedom. We can do a clear 

reference to Russian-Ukrainian war. The Russian government wants us to 
believe that it is supported by the entire population, but is that really true? I 

don’t think so. Nobody likes war, it only leads to crisis, poverty, misery and 

destruction, as well as innocent deads and injured. Don't you think is that 

enough for mankind to stand? 

 



 


